
WEFDNESDA&Y, December 20th, 1865. 

The Senate meot pursuiant to adjournment.

*-A quorumn present. .{

On motion of Mr. Abererombie, the reading of the Journal wai 

dis ene with that the Senators now present w ho had
.M Abttonmbie moed

The following benSenators sae o w ordpfsn.e their credentials

* nd wdre cn sworn by the Presid-ent;-
12th District, WT. C. Bird. 

r)c

pth E. J.YVann.)
16th " Wm. B. Ross.
17th " X. H. Rosseau.

21sth J. R. Richard.
218t Holmes Steele. 

'C 
N~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I

28th F. A. Hendry.

* ~~Mr. Vann 'offered a resolution relativ6 to the Senator frdm the'

isth District.
Mr. Brevard ihoved that the resolution be referred to the Commit-

* tee on elections;
Which ivas so ordered.

The Committee appointed to wait on the Governor elect and to

* ated, reported that theylhad performed that duty and that I. % Ex-

cellency had specified 12 o'clock M. on this day.

The Comnmittee appointed to select a Chaplain for the Senate re-

p orted that they had selected thd Rev. Orson Branch.

The Committeee on Printing reported that they had made th'i

following contract with Mlessrs. Hart & Shober;

The coffmittee appointed to contract for the Senate printinr1

'have accepted the within proposal of Messrs; Hart & Shober. 
JAMES ABEROCROMBIE, Chairman.

, tALAIIASSEE, Dee. 19th, 1865.T L F

To Messrs. James Abererontbie, D. W. Whitehurat and E. A.M

Pearce

Sa-In -reply to your application. we have the honor to propose * 4'

to do the printing of the Senate at the following rates: 'A
For all miscellaneous printing, such as onily slips of proceedings,

* (tobe laid on the tables of Senators each morning,) Ikssages,

Rteports of Committees, Bills, &c., one and a half (if cents per r

2 4

4~~

12th ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I <itit · ·1id
Isth E. J. Vann. 

-- s~~~~~~~

Isth Wm. B. Ross. ~ ~ / 

~~7th W. H. Rosseau.~~- I
a- t 
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hundred words, counting one hundred copies. All over oiCe hung
-dred copies to be charged at the same rate per hundred words.

For 500 copies of the Journal, to be printed in Pamphlet form,
and to be delivered as soon after the adjournment as possible, four
dollars ($4,00) perpage, counting one copy.

These rates are higher than obtained before the war, but are not
beyond the increase in the price of labor and all materials used in
and about a printing office-the article of paper alone bearing now
three-fold the price it did in 1860.

Very Respectfully,
Your obd't serv'ts, .

HART & SHOBER,
Proprietors.

The President announced the following. Standing Committees,
and on motion fifty copies of the list thereof were ordered to be
printed for the use of the Senate.

* STANDING COMMITTEES.

On Ike Judiciary. On the State of the Commonwealth.
Messrs. BREVARD, Messrs. COTTRELL,

VANN, WHITE,
GORRIE, ABERCROMBIE,
COTTRELL, WHITEHURST,
STEELE. CURRY.

On Corporations. On. Schools and Colleges.

Messrs. WHITE, Messrs. WHITEHUEST,
OWVENS, ROPER,
PEARCE, CRAWFORD,
WHITEHURST, ROSSEAU,
ROSS. MORRISON.

On Propositiois and Grievances. On Internal I'mprovements.
Messrs. PEARCE, Messrs. OWENS,

BIRD, OLIVEROS,
CURRY, TURNER,
JORDAN, BAKER,
VANN. POE.

On Elections. On Finance and Accounts.
Messrs. I(ENAN, Messrs. ROSS,

HENDRY, OLIVEROS,
RICHARD, EVANS,
GORRIE, MORRISON,
* ~ BIRD. TURNER.

'· i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1
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RICIIARD, ~ ~~TinEVNroSe Tl

CIL.&NSSRD, 
rOSSls.G

CRJ\ORDA ¶ 
POE.

On, Public Lands. 
On the Execulive Department.

STEELE, ~Messrs. BIRDGA,
FINEGANFINGAN

KEN AN, BIB R~FOSS,

esRs.FNEAN, 

STEELE,

'BrTLGROM 
CUpRRY.

On, Afiitairy.Derct-t2)tent. 
on Taxation and Revenue.

MessrS. IjEN ANsrs 
ABERGROMNBIE,

FINIEGAN, 
OLIVEP'

05

-\ioODRLFFi 
FINEGAN,

BAKER, 
~ ~MORRISON.

GORrUE. 
On AgriCUltevC.

On Federal Relatian-3.

Messts. GrIme~ 
sgrs. EVANS,*.

OWENS, 
~ ~BENDRY,

GORRIE, 
* ~joRDAN,

VANN, 
poEI

BREP'VARD, 
RICOHARD. -

OaT1 UbjetS concte ith, the Colored populatioil 1le State.

Oesall WHITE, 
NMessrs. I(7ENAN,

Msr VANN, 

STEELE

OWENS,

Onl ;otiOf, 7this Sena',te tookc a eCS fil Ii I o'clock N. M.

* IIALFAST ELEVEN O'CLOCI¾A.M

Senate resumdisssif
QuIorum Present'
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Mr. Drevard asked that the rules be waived to enable hdn to
fer a resolution:

The rules having been waived,
-Mr. Brevard moved that the committee of three, appointed to

pare permanent rules for the government of the Senate bP auth
ized to act with a similar Committee on the part of the House, as
#oint Committee to revise and amend the joint rules for the

r ' 9rnment of this General Assembly. <1
Adopted.
The Secretary handed, in the -following comm~unication 

SENATE CHAMBER,
December 20th, 1865.

TO THE HoN. W. W. J. KELLY,
President of the Senate

SIR-I respectfully report that I have appointed the follomnrr
liamed gentlemen as Assistant Clerk-s of the Senate:

Mr. F. Villepigue, Reading Clerk.
Mr. J. H. Bull, Enrolling Clerk.
Mr. C. Smith, Reco-rding Clerk.
My. I. T. Malbee, Engrossing Clerk.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,

Your ob't serv't,
BOLLING BAKER, Sec"y.

A Committee from the House appeared and invited the Senatd
to the Hall of the House, to participate in the inauguration' of th
Governor elect.

On njotioD of Mr. Brevard, the invitation of the Honse was ace 4t
*~-- · ted, and the Senators having proceeddd to the Hall of the Hol 001

Representatives, the Joint meeting was organized by the Presitfl
of the Senate tadling the Chair.

The Hon. Win. Marvin, Provisional Governor, announced in th
following qdldress, that the Hon. David S. Walker, recently electe'
Governor of Florida, would now be inangnrrated.

-Yr. President, 116'. Speaker, andI Gentlemen
of the Senate and House of Representatives:

When I assumed the duties of Provisional Governor.
this State, in the first days of August last, I found the oP
governmuct of the State overthrown and prostrate, and mi
tial law everywhere prevailing. This was a painful, anon

d uous and unnatural state of thinzs.

ts 7%'?*[·
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The Constitution of the United Statec r gtuaraitces to each -
State in the Union a republlican foml-n of government, and
the chief object contemplated by the Plesident in appointing 
fortlhe State aProvisiollnal Governor, un1der the circumstances
of the case, was, that the latter might make such rules and
regulations as were necessary to enable the people of the
State to assemble in Convention, and, accepting the results
of the war, adopt such measures as were necessary to re-es-
tablish a State government, republican in form, and restore 
the natural and normal relations of the State with the gene-
r4l government.

I entered upon the duties of my office with zeal and earnest-
ness, and notwitllstanding the difficulties to be encountered 
in consequence of the total absence of any mail facilities in
many parts of the State, and very insufficient ones in ithers,
yet the facilities so generously furnished me by Major-Gene-
ral FOSTERX, the commander of the military department of
the State, enabled me to distribute, through military couriers,
the proclamation and poll-books for an election; and an
election was held on the 10th dclay of October in every county Ca 

of the State for delegates to a Convention. The Convention 
assembled at the Capitol in this city on the 25th day - the
same month, all the counties but two being fully represented. c
The aggregate vote of the State -was 6,707,' being cdnsidera-
ble more than one-half of thile votes usually polled at a gene-i -
ml election in times of party contests, and this, too, otwritll-
standing in very many counties no opposing candidotes evcre
run. The Convention, therefore, represented the xrs s of
the people, and the Constitution adopted and the ordinances
passed by that body are founded upon the consent If the
people of the State, regularly expressed by and through
their delegates duly elected.

The Convention incorporated into the Constitution a clause 
declaring that "neither slavery nor involuntarly servitude
shall in future exist in this Statc, xciept as a punishment
for crime, whereof the party shall have been eonvrictel by

J- -rZ.titr
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'ethe Courts of' tliS State, and that all the inllabiBt~~ · ~.Statc, witlhont distinction of color, are freej and s

!i > -ithe rights of yerson and property without with loo
, - ition of color; and tlat in all criminal proceedinE gbrit Al~~~~~~~~~~~~riia

* mul)oe an injuly to a coloredl person, and in allcase aa
*62~ , ~~the riglits and remedies of colored persons, no p

'be incompetent to testifv as a witness on account 0 

It opened the courts of justice alike to all person
-cliated the State debt contracted in support of thi exn
and annulled the ordinance of secession. This a ti 

"ii~~~ Convention was at the time eminently satisfatdB
and I have reason to believe has proved so to the P
It is under this Constitution, the fundamental Is 
State, that you are now assembled, and the goye
'being organized. It is this Constitution that you ha] a
to support. - ,ge t

Soon after the Convention adjourned, at its reqa ' .
by virtue of its anthority, I directed the civil offi r -

government to resume the exercise of the functiop tj e
-I;:~ <respective offices, which had been hitherto and &, th

months previous suspended. The civil law govern ±.

State at the present time in all matters except in 
and punishment of certain high crimes, reserved &.

present to the military- athorities. I also issued
Ination, at the request of the Convention, directin S8
litia of the State to be organized and inviting the .

of volunteer companies to be employed, if the occasion 
require it, in the support of the civil authorities, r V

IPt 'S ~ ~preservation ofthepublicepeace and order. Itisnot i
')i~ < ~~however, that the militia or volunteer troops shall 

under armlls before they have received special ordets
@~~~3~~ ~ myself or the constitutional Governor, unless in some

seen case ofjustifiable necessity. The admirable dsp
made of the white troops of the United States, by the
iral in command, will secure the peace and quiet of the
if tlhe civil authorities do their duty, as I have no doubt

:. . t



;11 Tile tolov ed, troops have nearly all been. reinoved fri Url

HeInterior of the State to the seaboards and I am assured
t 1at the reknalldev Awill be just as soon as the iuterest of thee 
liblic service Will perith it. 
It is wnder these circumstances and at this point in thet

prges of the reconstruction of the State goverlimellt, that

I hae the honor and the very great pleasure to present to;
youtheEoorable D-kvI S. WAL-KER, lately elected by the
qualfie voersof the State to be its constitutional Governor-
for te netfour years.. Thle admirable qualifications of e-w

IGovernor WALLERt for thi's inzportant of fice have been recog-
jized by the people by his unanimous election. It wrould,,
therefore, be btft idle vanilty in me to suppose that I can say

anything wthich would recommend hint more fally to the X

respect and confidencee of the General A ssembly or the people.
I know, gentlemen, that youl will appreciate his good senses
his, intelligence, his eqllanitnity of temper, his integrity of

Z~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

character, and above all, his sincere and earnest love of jus-
tice aqaiybove all others most essential in the charac-

ter of the Chief Magistrate of the State. I knonr, too, that
you will respect his official character and give earnest atten-
tion and consideration to sutch measures as he may, in coin- -

Pliance with his constitutional dutnv deem it expedient toX 
Lrecommend to yoh.;
i- The State government enters llpol its llew Cal'eer uender

circumstances of very great difficulty and embarrassments
The people are left by the war greatly impoverished, and.

,eare ill prepared to pay taxes. The State Treasllry is empty. < 

I, Taxes upon the, lands of the State are due to the Treasury 

f the United States to the extent of $77,520, less a small
npart heretofore collected, mostly by the sale of lots and
ehouses at St. A tgulstine and Fernandina. The labor of the

n country is disorganized and demorl alized, and the wholen
fabric of society moSre or less disturbed by the constant fiie- 

e, tion and irritatiohs piroduced by this novel state of things.

proMartial hew continues to exist fo the Sptae isgeinent of tha



higher crimes and ofibllces, anl nd ay at ally time be ete
The State has not resumed its normal and constitutio
lations with the general govetninent and it depends
the action of Congress whether it may immediatelyy6
nitted to do so or not. This Congress Was elected.at a

when the civil wat was raging, and whether its mefnber
hprepared to believe in the sincerity of our avovoed dcc

tioIls when we declare our desires to be represented on
0 .~~fldoor of Congress and to abide hereafter, for weal or4

whatever fate may befall the nation, is more than I can a
But our condition cannot be improved by folding our ha
and sitting down in idle despair. We need to look calm
dispassionately and earnestly at our real and true conditio
and realize, it in all its force, and then we ought patiently
enduringly and faithfully to labor to improve it. It appear
to me, that, by wise legislation, and a just and imparia
administration and enforcement of the lairs which shall pr
tect and secure all persons alike, without distinction of color
in all their just rights-of person and property, and whic
shall give an easy and cheap remedy to the laborer for t
collection of his wages, much may be done towards resto
confidence and kind feelings between the employer and the
employed, and encouraging the industry of the country.
Let the laborer be protected against impositions upon his

X~ ~ ~ ignorance in making his contract, so that he shlal fully4
understand it, and let him feel fully assured that he has surf
easy and cheap remedy in the Courts of law for the recov-
ery of his wages if they should be unjustly withheld from 
him, and many white and colored persons will be inclined.
to enter into contracts to labor, who would not otherwise .do
so. It is all-important to the successful ctltivation of cori
and cotton, that the planter should be able to rely at al
times upon having a sufficient number of hands in his serb1
vice to make and gather the crop, and this takes nearly or1 :
quite all the year. He must hire his laborers by the yeary-.
and it seems to me that in the present condition of the

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~s - .r
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laboi,'g force in <this ,tcountry, 
it is allyilP9at to the in

terest of the country that he should have some securitythat 

thelaborer wfill not leave this employrnelitlat a ime whn .

his serv C are-l st 4eded. The ordin2ry remedies kn

hi tothecmmon law for .th' ton-performnance 
'of a cantractl

to Aff o rdo him for l

to !3iaborda+, r! him no security, for the laborer, as a gener-

t , or chattels, lands or tenements, to levyj

u pt f.ing , as di a n e xe c utio n. I tas e c ts th a t s om e re med y

Ouatt prvd4b hpLgsauein 
sueh cases.

idhed b the Legislature ·u cs; 
;iC

Whaj ~,e 
,jt 

tatib pre dyo ugttvea a the ingenuity Of-

Wjj~i tlat reedy oght it wilonly bet1daned

to d evise, an d p erh ap s it -Nvl

by experience,'but 
it appears to .ne that it 'ould b& wse

the Legislature' 
a wer t6 abre

fot the Legislature to provide by lwr, that wfere the laborer ' 

h s entered into a contraut iii riting before the Judge 0 

probate 'or a Justice _of the Peace, 4&jlabor upo-i a plant:

tion fot one year wages or a part bf the cropl-,Tdtbd

contract specifies the wages to be paid and the food to be 

gI c ht f~ lab~orer .abaldoLIs the service of his em-

ployer, oris ahbent therefrom two days without the leave df

given', tha ifSelbri bn~ e sryi of his em

his employloer, or fails wpithiout just banse in other imortant. 
4.7

paitic.lsrs to perform his part bf the contract, that 'then. he * 

ay be arrested by the proper tribunm, and if found tuiltY

a hearing of the case, be senteced to'

unexpired em, itheot pay uo',-the lighways, in a gov 

ornpnrnt wrks hop, or upna gov"'erui'ent plantation to be -

rented or bought either by the State or'by-tte dufferent

County Commissioners in their r53spective countiesa

there subjected to such oversight and disciplinea y be

found to be necessy.a-

1uch maybe done, too, to stimulate the industly od' the

cdnntrYnd protect it against .Pauperisu% by passa wise

laws poln the stbjeet of vagauts and Uprovid~ug t'o their

employnient beiug.-Careftd 
'not to include in this 'clasb per 

s Bwho are urnot really so.

The old and ihfiriS, who are tiit e ipale

o ti emSlVC byQcoogtt 
~ a

supportung 
.l~elus~vc~l-'~ su~,,l,,i~tii iu bc~,lppo~t&d ".

I': WIC 51*4 .



tile pulolic x n, It oul e inhum,~a ~i~l

'<4~ ~~t PC '< 1~a

:aii to 7leave them to perish, so long as Wve have, tihe id
T.rivent i.. .The'ppior yehave aaiwaysswith yoa ,, Sat

They are his gift or le -1 to 1V ! for he

44 the~~~~iii pubich exes." twudb inumn and I

10~ ~ ~ ~ ~'~ 'aih nd charity. Let us aclcept ie gift ... I
- ati ant d do what we can for theirea tport to pl sh
fhere nre mani children in this State with %,
Sayjg4re deprived of gheir parentsg one or bothe :t
4r-ats, are incadwable of supporting rnd educanib

>U:thley ought to'be. These should be utlprentie :
are twenty-one years of age. The law on this subject 6

to b6 itarefully guarded, so as to protect the apprFxi

- against injustice o: oppression. It ought to provide tha
apprentice should te produced, if living, at least once ay
before the tributal that~binds him out, which should be

thorized to revoke th articles of apprenticeship onacco
of any grpss injustice or oppression of the master.

The material wealth and prosperity, of onr State, in
present condition of the country, would be gfddtly promo
in my jndgrnnt, by the introduction of money capital to
abroad, to be employed in other branches of industry besi4

- gariculture. More and different avenues of labor shoild
oped in 6rderto give employment to all our people. Ev

""ealthy man, woman, and child over ten yesd's of age, w
5r black, is capable of doing something for his or her&s

or corn fields; or are physically incapable of it. If th

could find emplplonent in manufacturing establishments
in mechanic workshops, it would be a' great advantage to

themntnd a profit to-the State. We are not prepared by:
any means'and all at once to engage in an extensive system'
of ihaniifai;uring ; but we are, in, my opinion, prepaid-rld to
manufacture all of our leather. Hiles, oak bark, ahd r'

lets of -water are on hand to supply tanneries, We. nvi
'a ,to make all our own boots and shoes, saddles and tarness~

We can manufacture, too, to advantage, the coarsci cotton
'V~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'I
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fatfi. lfacsri!.: We ought to make all of. our plou'h,
cn Cltivatorls-ftrts- and wagronisi. The foiests are filled

4htbeantiful wood, suitable to the Wxanufactare of cabinet

Ces nreustables; 5hairs, sofas, &e. Theforest u'ply,'
o~s for m~attrasses and other purposes, and abounil in

fwe &k;- cb aaine and- other valuable wods Inde~ )
idiiromn abroad is fiowing'rapidly into our eState, Jtb,

i~iJldiedinthe mtna factare of luihher. ..I am glad to se e 

M, b ft~ wilsh to: se tihe' labor of the country 'still rhore
fla ivren~d, so that all may OilP without excuse for their idle-K.

-ness. Labor is thtlaw ja w existence. .-,

- kniow of no sure and certain 'way'of repleiishing'the ex-

i~~us~td' ~treasuiry of the State, but by taxation. It would be
% -;t'relief to the people of our State; if .Con 6ress would

:3tithdnize the postpone ment of the collectbn of the dire& -

r4.a due the united States, fr a sear or two, and allow the -

State in the meantime to assume the debt, and collect it

thbrbuoahi its o\P tax collectors. It is possibl too, that a
~t~iparrg oan for a'small amount, for piere;)sej a e ·

eff-cted at home or in thtnotheirn cities.
oIn regard to tfle re-establishmeit of oni constitutional and

normal relations with the 'geneil gIoveinent at an early I
day, i lnuh depehds, in my judgment, upon the akiti( 4 the

present Legislature, and upon the 'pirit and teniper of the,-
people in the different parts of the State. T14 Legislatur;r
;.inst ratify the proposed amendment to the %onstitution oh

I U lnnited States for the abolition of slavery thioughont the
.country. Slavery is abolished in all the Southern States,
a nd io'iinteligent man expects to see it re-established. The

cneral Atembly can ha-ve, therefore, no reasonable objec:
10ton' to the ratification of this 'proposed amendment, and I

% ould t;gladto see it done, not because the Pidsident de-

res it, though le A .1ently does, beqause, in the present
condition of the country, it is right and proper in itself, and
nccejniry to the general pacification of the country. This
ont, I think;, so far as I can judge, that 'the President will

V.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~A'?r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'
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permit the State govelunicnt to go 'on and e'Xdxeise its
owels:and perform its proper duties. Wffhether Co

'ill allow our Senators ind Representative to tak6ethdir
'it4out some discussion and delay,'; i hwhivY o %Ea
k~nowving. ·-Munch mniadepend upof the opinion tha

form· on the sibject of the iillingness and

:' 1-he State governtent to protect all the inhab3itants
Statte in the enjoyment of thou just rights, wilth put t
tion of class or color, and without regard tb the'.part'

"'may have taken in the late ciil war. And this' cdpe

upon the spirit and temper of the peoplk in different
of the'State, and mainly upon the disposition of
tices of the Feace,'Sheriffs and Jurors, to do their'd

partially, ascordin-g o law. It must be borne in mind, t
fiiith of the nation iWlpledged for the protection of the'

men in all their proper rights of freedom. It is also plig
for the protection of that -'class of our fellow-citizengwhW
mained loyal'to the Union during the war, anpd p icuikr

-to those wh-ilBd6ntered into the military servi&`of t e nate
States. These are in a minority in the State.

* . · If,"by the passage of wise lais and theif imipartial ee
tioq, we can give assirances that these persons will reie
eqlnl and fair protection with oth'rs, I think xxe may
forw ard hdpefully to the early adimission of our Sen

-a&nnd Represantatives on the. floor of Congress.
It is everyikay the interest and I believe the sincee

sire of the people of this State, that the controversy pen
'with the Goverument and people of the United S
should be settled on fair and honorable terms. Letu

.. therefore do everything -which we honoratly can to settle e
-i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~tupon a soliJd and durable basis. Let us cultivate too &AAiti

ments of nationality aud. love of the whole co mbfry4-frl
1 Maine to T exas, and from the Atlaftic to the Pacific.
are Floridians, aind we onught to be thankfill tint 0ow lo
have fallen to us in so pleasant annd. But i are we no
.Americans also, and liar we hfot an interest in the who;1

3, *:
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cuutr·S'a A8rud-shouW0 We give iij' or thr twaay ciii birth- W

aht. rlt;our inhoritywe, inc;· thaijs rreat cont try, and not l6ve it,

,'tnotbe uId eud of it, because we were born in, or prefer

'to Vlive in: not p Sto e rather than auothdill eee p-hls its -

. Thd bravery and gallantry of -our

-Vctores as well at Nv 
-6 W110~la~e~bs

rtioops in 4 war -is wn and acknowledg d: by thle, wb

Affierican peop Qx.. brav people :is loj gi qis

peoiile. the war over, thCey forget thecanuses of thie war *

~ndfthe war itself, and make friends of their enemies. Let 

ls do our part to re-establish kind and friendly relations.;

A·t least, let us not indulge the idle fancy gfipvingor

hating one inapt jgther than another, for no otfi' 
;reason

than because ho happened to be born if one section of the

country -rather thafi another. What matters it to you or-

to me, -whether his infant ears fivstened to thle solnx of

the whistling, freezing winds on th6 granite hills of New 2

h ampshire, or to the sound of the zEolian harp playing in the

w, ra'rn' sunshlne among the tops of our bp4l4iful pines in

Florida? If 'is the- man himself, not theiplace where 16

was born, -which co uedrls >. The prejudiced Jews failed

to discover any thing good in our Saviour, because he came

out of Nazareth. Let us not imitate Their example, bnt oni

the contrary set an example of charity and libelit'Y'to our

Northern brethren. Our people are freer prtbab4 .frol

indulging- in this idle whim than the people of any oth&

Sate in the Uniqp), for they are made up hi"a large degree
4D -nts fi and they ~~~~have learned A

kf immigrants from all the States and they

that -worth and ihe-nit, or Prrejuice and meanness, d'-not

belong exclusively to. any one portion of these United tates.

Above all, let us conscientionly do what is righrt onrselves,

and leave events to the control of Him, who. groverns the

nations of the earthl,,nd at the same time ~ umbers the

hairs of our head.

A neW Constitution in harmnony with the existing order of

aG overnor, members of te General Assemblyand tost

-t~~~~~~~~~~~~~~4

*~ ~ ~ C -j.t

!t~·I~E~ P flff' -



41 `2~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~4nfl r · ,· 

9. 

A' ~~~~~of th~e manngmration now goingn on andl thle passalge of tY.
V ! lot~ion ia~tib -ing the proposedl amendmednt to the Cos

tion-of tile United .$tates, the objects of my. £ppoy
V: ~will have been iuainly, if not wvholly a4c!c(;omphshed, siall e xpect tdi receive in a fewv days, if theratft

pasysea the formal leave of the President t retiiefro
P s assigned me." The labors of the office, for 'a 'Cofs
ble Fnuiber bf months after I first assumed its dutids,'&

i-ery severe. The property of many of The inhiibitsntt
been seized for confiscation or actually. confiscated
property of others was held as captured or abandoneda
tlhe property of othe#A had been sold for the non-payment
taxes which they had had no opportunity of paying. Ever
body seemed to be in tiouble. Th e limitations imposed
the powers of the Provisional Governor were not geneia
known. It was often supposed that le could do every thin
th1ough he posiseed really little or no power.

All these Ibons naturally applied to me for advice 
assistance. Wheneer I could' not dive the relief son, gt[
a applied to the Commanding Gener-l of the Department>

* . · in his absence, to the Generar in command of. the Distri
* or if th~e c&j requnired it, to the Commissioner of the F
inen's Burp'u. These gent!emen I always found readyc
listen to the mTay tales of distress, produced by-the ~i
and cheerfnlyylresponded to the claims ,of humanity 4n~
lastice whcnever it -was in their power.

In'all my labors, I have constantly been chlered by mani
fbst signs among the people of a returning senrie of attachi
ment to the old Union, and .bt the prospect of soon seeing.
the State of my adoption and of my affection restored to. ke
true position among her sister States, respected as an eql
and cherished as a friend. -Taught wisdom by' experience,,
may she' find in the Union, for nnnimbered ages yet'to,
come, that secnrity, contentment and repose which she in 
va n sought for elsewhere. And may her children :and

PA ' , 
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'*'-'u e~t unhorit as they racl t i Iht

lessons of this da n tar' to avoid tl!he r ock on Whh sIhe 

t i of these States tac

·: ~~~~~or o~~~ bnll pee;tT1j 
(

Of T. oni caallasafety at uum',; bf ofr

·ter and respebitabiltY 
oa

Th& Governor' elect wvaS duly so ,rfjute officeby the l on C 1f

ThiPT~t hiefJustce o was upefO C ut -Florida, anll(atc
ec 

rerne~ Conrt ~fFoif.~ ~ c X~

CeTh63 Gvru0 eof the et ST?T~np~t, C e eJt~e;f th Ju

1- -F th ' th , rnsd th fol 
u ffn "Idd ,e u

:110 use,6$ I2erresfltattves. 

* From the begirnning it has been thle custom in the States

of our lniot fortheGovernor elect to improve tite6ecasiol

'o4±ark r as; existing

of his inang 
bati 

n by 
'rkigsei

drcUmstances 
miglht suggest, andby rcQommsfling 

the

adoptifl'of such measres as the 9good of the country

mig:,ht require.

In compliance wiQ this timc-honored custom, I- -now

* By failnorg bfund~xto regard the disi Itrested 
in of the

ByFather of his Country" against "the banefuil effects of the -*

spirit of party" and pacullarl 
hen founded On go

gaical discrtily' ninau by onttiiig, b5 he advised, to-

ara0~St ahical Cliser' 
ttl 

in iaoui- ~inati 
on srig

remember that "the jeabeisy of a free people dnght to.fbe

4 00 ns~~~~~3tantly awake againlst thensdoSwlsofrig. 

.

iuence, an by neglecting, as he recommended, 
"to frbwn.

indignantly upon te first dawiing -of evpiy attempt to

alienate any portion of o ur country ftor1i the rest, or toUo 

-enfeeble thle sacred ties whichl noW link together the variouS

' partsthe the people f the united States, nearly five years

.Rarts--the peoP "d in t-e ferrific civil strife which has

agbcame involved in rifthe tennc

but receWntlynded. 
We no, hope that by a strict adernce

to his advice, "the unity of government Which cnstittS

us one people'' will again become "dear to us," an d that inl

all f(,t'e time, we will regard it as "a main pillar in the

edifice. of our real indopefldnc~ca the supolr0t of par tram-

-( 
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quility at ]home, bff` Ipeace, abroad, of mur safcty ,yk
A prospedy~~~~ of h~at very liberty w ohjl rz.~ 

*' ~~ To' ~repair the # st of war; to restore the States to 

proper rolfatio'ns *ith ~thd Union ;.to bring, about a n 'e r

god feeling an~l fra tetnity; to re-establishI the Gove'n
on the principips of the- Constitutiou, and to perpetuat

unity. by securing l ha hksi d esirableae

objects-of piar y de sire with all patriotic and honiestn

U I North mndoSouth ,East and West.
-But it js ~,more 'particularly btf our auties as citizeb

Forida, thai I would speak..,
And), 'i the first place~ as we are now renewing our

tions of friendship 4nd union with the States of the Nat

let us be particular to abolish all points of difference amo

ourselves. Purhigi' the late. unhappy conflict, some of'~

were known as Union men, some as Constitutionwd Sece'ssion

* ~~~ists, aid others as Re'volntionistsi A glorious opportunity .

now afforded to ~fling away these names, and with them t~

S8gf~s they ha-~&engendered, and to meet, as brethren ought

to"rmeet, upon the platform of the Constitution which JO"Ur 

fathers made for us in 1ST. If Isha~llbe permitted toadmin%!

ister the Government,,?I shall know no distinctions between,

citizens on abeount of past political differences.. 
*Iwill no odm h no an, because I know fronl

experi ene how completely the love of the 'Union becomes a'

part of our very, existence, and how it is endeared to us b'-- 

7 ~~~~~thousand glorious recollections and 'as mnanl/brilliant antieP'
pations. I know that the heart of Florida's greatest and

most renowned citizen was liter flly broken by the severence

of the Union.
Nor will I condemn the Conlstitutional Seccssloul4s, I

cause I know that, though he diffeied from: me, his side o

the question was snpported by arguments, if not unanbuwer-

able, yet of great plausibility, and by the authority of many

'of the greatest namies that this country has ever produced.

Nor ydt will I condemn inhe Revolutionist, for I knon'

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;f~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~* .
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It4 lie, thoug11 ;h oriph inally 1to sccsOioli, 'wient inito
the war, after thbefit ;is done, -upon Uthe conviction that it ;

was no longer aI open question, and that it was the duty of ,
every man td sta id or fall with his own section.

fIni fad, iktes Ai'gat -:questions connected with the integrity
of ti uniozn -were, before'the war, so unsettled, and the
opmioDs 6f great mnien. so varied, that it reqtured'~a manxi
greatly superior to myself to say with certainty who was
right add who was wrong. 'Seeinay the different luminaries

whic 6guided our people, I am not astonished thA the very
bess men in our land were found arrayed in opposing ranks.

:I ieed not enumerate thb host of gi eat men who stood
with the immortal CLAY for the integrity of the 'Union and
against the doctrine of secession.

The logic of events has proved that they-were right. But
among those who held the contrary doctrine, that a State
might secede from the Union· without af infraction of the
Federal Constitution, we find the nrames of such men as Mr.
BiwLE, a distinguished lawyer of Pennsylvania, to whom 1i
Cen. WAsunGroToN more than once tendered the office of
Attorney General of the United States, JoHIN RlnoLrn, of
Roanoke, NATHANIEL EACOo, of Korthif~Carolina, Mr. Q-
uoUN, of South Carolina, P. P. BAnou.n, a late Justice of
the.Supreme Court of the United States, and Judge McXns,
a late Chief Justice of the Supreme Court bf Penlsylvail.

Those who advocated the right of revolution quoted the

remark of Mr.iWEDsTmn, that "a ba-rglain brolken on one
side was brbken on all sides, and that if the North should
not obey the Constitution ;'inereaird to the rendition of
fagitive slaves, the Sonth t'ibuldj longer be bound by the

compact." Mr. GnRELEY, the11k a groat leader of 
Northern sentiment, had said that "he could not see how
twenty mnillions of people could rightffully hold ten, or even1

- Iive, in a Union with them: by military fureo"'; and ap- gain, 
i'5thait if' seven or eight States shouldo1 send vocnts to W, ash7

-t'·-· wriltoi to say 'we w aint to ne. mt (I 'n'r', he thoul

4~~~~~~~~~~
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feel constrained by his devotion to huan oits to r· yornm~~~~CTI~e:
them go." In this connectiof lie also quoted the Dccl
of Independence, thit "Governments are instituted dye6!i
benefit of the governed; and that when any form '0.

dinment becomes destructive of these ends, it is 4h
,the people to 'alter or labolish it, andtoinstite firste6l
Ghvetement," &C.

Mr. LINCOLN, prior to his first election, had acknow

this principle, with the addition, that not onlyA a p&sie tnight s(
any part of a people, being sufficient in numbers tom I ~~~~~of the
respectable government, maight set up for thieinselves. ri. Brn
TYLER, a late President of the United States, . be
doctrine of secession, and Mr. BUCHANAN, the then Pr'- 4t 
of the United States, said, just before. the commencen la· · r: I~~~~jd leavthe war, that while lie thbught a State had no right tolea he
the Union, yet if she should leave it, the remainino' St
would have no right to coerce her return. confitis 10Amidst these various and conflicting views, all suppdr

7 by the highest authority, it is no wonder that our pe
should have become bewildered, or that, being forbidde6• . ''I ~~~~others
the stress of events to remain neutral, some should ha
adheied to the Unitn and others to the State.

For these reasons, I repeat, that if I shall be perinittd
administer the Government, I shall know no distinit
between citizens on account of past political differences.
shall take it for granted that all have clone what they;c

Conelceived to be their duty under the circumstnnces and tc -,v 4t. "I~Is lie
only question I shall ask concerning any one presentdd t C ,7
me for position, will be, Is he honest, is he chpable, isl' o
attached to the principles~f ,tfe Constitution of the Unite
States and the Constitntidlf the State of Floi

!% ·- ~ shall have the equal benefit tf the lws,(and, as Heaven is
my judge, all shall equally suffer the ikeenest penadtyof th
laws for any infraction thereof: Law and crdei shall
maintained. -

I am happy to bcliev-e that this deelaration' meets wi



tigeera1 approbjttion of our people. Already they have
i;givcnte cmost, grtifyig indications that -they bold the
Ps'. ~ain&46inion with ,'myself- on this subject. 'All over the,

"State I4 frar of 'Citizens., who were recently in hostility, now
'forrniing'business associations,annd getting along most har-
Moniodusl; -aiid in our Conistitutional Conventioin, just ad-i
joufne 4 1aI saw gehtlemen.'who had served in the' army of'

. the United States, and gentlemen who had served in 'the,
a, army of tlle'Confederate -States, sitting side by side; cdi-

sulting only for the good df the Union, and the State as one
of its members.

raving spolken 'of the relations which-ought to exist,'and
Which, for' the most part, do exist among the whit6 people ' I
of the State,I now naturally come to speak of the feelings
which oug(ht to be cherished, and the policy which ought to

'be pursued, towards our colored population.

I think we are bound by every consideration of duty,
gratitude, and interest, to make these people as enlightened,
prospeious and happy as their new situation will admit.-
For geherations past they have been our faithful, contented
and happy slaves. They. have beci attached to our persons
and ohr fortunes; sharing with us all our feelings-r-zejoicing
with us in our prosperity, mourning with us in our adversity.
If there were exceptions to this general rule, they were only
individual exceptions. Every Southern man who hears me
knows that what I say is literally true in regard to the vast
mass of our colored population. The world has never before
seen such a body of slaves. For, not only in peace, but in
'war, they have been faithful to us. -Daring much of the
time of the late unhappy difficiiltiesF]onida had a grebter

um1ber of nen in the army, be-yod 'her limits, than consti-
tuted her entire voting populatihn. This Iof course stripped
many districts of their entire arms-bearing inhabitants, abd 

left our fenales and infant children almost exclusively to the

protection of our slaves., They proved true to their trust.
"Not one instance of insult;, outrage, or indignity, has ever

I ~ ~ oi c~,,
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reained Iiointv-

-wounded. WP all k-.o'w th ±t many ofthem' t

and some of them anxious toh e up arms ffi dii

Althioxgh," for sevdral yeai xx ith soUnd oftile om

fv'essels of the -United Staths, for six. hurndred iiiulesdl

seal~oard, yet scarcely oneia thush v nutai

T, - ~~~~agricultural service to take shelter and freedo5~ \ib

flgof thle Union. It is not thei fal ait tey ait,

they had nothing to do .Vthn it: thiat was trouobt71}o

"Cthe results ,and operations of thewa.

But they are free. They are no-lne our cohte'j¼

happy slaves, with an aburida t supq)ply of food andol
fe teselves and famlies, and thle inteingenrce O 

nior race to I d ok ahead and mnake -all n ecessary arrne 

for their comfort. They are new adiscon~tentda
hiappy people; many of thiem honaseiess and heaneless ,i

- -' -. mg~~~~~nc abd-ut in gangs over the iaA o xt' knowina,

woere he suplies far the nest a.re to coefrom-e 1 oeX

the ravages of disease and famine-p-xposed to the ter

tions of theft and robbery, by w~inchi they a e too~

overoifl-Wiflou th intellig-ene to Pr vid- foir~

selves. when wvell, or to care for themselves xx len slck

doomed to untold suflerini-~ and ultimate extinet ionl, u

we intervene for their protection. and preservat con.X

we dlo it?9 'I lu-iat. -are j~onidl to (lo it, by eveiyco

oration of duty gatitude andl hiterest.

Mouch lias been sa±d of]tpeauoot thLe inmiprltntion of'w

labor from Ocri anv~ tln aldy, and othe"col
and wvxth prd1 e 111n nidtafo' o'vd irc-_rietions I o 1 '

it ; but let mv'--mx- vnW~-VS qi ~r -atw JIX e~ v lt

cia-ss of oujr owciihsc~L~ or~ prehtnncO 

llot Sltffi irnet to sr-vT that W1jtO aboir it-Cape P 

A-I~~~~~~~~~



ale not yet so £ftr (u',I',idc l as to -onils,:t4 illlit' cdt aium. a lint t
niterest alone would dhcttetbt it is bettor to aive tbeIc

p'eople e6ihploymntn and cuble thuin to suppoit tlbcinsil-Mcs,
than hav'them'renmain upon o u ir hmds'as a pauper race';

:f~or heid~ they are, ancd hlere fox 'i cmrl r~em x thlc3 are ohivred ·
t6 f~b~stay.'. We miwt mnsremembe ti nt these. bla'ck ' PI ap e

-navtft'e of this country, 'mc hmve 'va prc-ee ti otn ric lit to be

- *14lw recipients of whatevci favoi s we mayhave to bestow .-
We 111u1st protect thelm, if not against the competition a1, t
!.11ny rate against the exactions of whnsite Tmnrnnr Ihe,
will expect our b1.ck lalborers to do as much work lin tais
:climate as they have bean accustomed to see white ones
perform in more Northerz latitudbs. Ve 1orn -tint they

5. ..cannot do it. Tley never did it for us as slaves, anid the
experience of the last six months shows that theyyll do no
better as freedmen. Oar fothers of 1783 k2nc#i that it takes
five black men to do the '-work of three xvhite ones,and 9 '

consequently, in adjusting the ipportionment of taxes upon
,the basis of the lalbor and industry of the country, cl0 n of

~the thirteen States of.the old Confccleration reco~nmileided
that every five blacks be counted as only thie'e.- T1 eo me
rule was afterwarcls adopted in the Constitution of 17iSg in

regard to representatiohi. Dut I fear those -who m'm nixgmto
* hither from Enrope or elsewhere, will be unmIindful oftllhs
fact. 'We ogi i not to forget it, aixi1 between fo)reiau Z d
black labor wve ought always to 'give the preference to the
latter when 'ie cLn pos ibiy mml c: it available. And if we 
can offer sufficient inducements, I at inclined to think th ·at
the flack man, as a field laborer inc- ur clmfate, will prove
more efficient th'n the 1 ted -a hite.

'We oughit to enco apoe oti eoloied peole to vim'te ailad
industry, by all the' meins n on"W power. 'e oxtght to p">o-
teet them in all their righlits.1 both of Person and property, as;
fully an we do the whites.

This is the viewv take-n 1wv our recent State Convention.
After i'eeogni'iag the Lithat they aic 1'i'ee, anddclarein
that slavery shall nee-cr here-after cistz in thiu State, thew'

-n~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ %fd1 -0w'V ;tpxrs- l' Ttl~
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pt'ouEed to opell to the al11l the Court&' of justice an
thorlu -as witnesses ".'in all criminal proceedin, founded

anll injnrj to .a cdlo~ed person, and in all cases affee

rights ~nd r6eidies pf a 'coloted p~son. *

- I trust-gentlemen;;'jthat this _Rotioh e yourap
tion, and owill take great care, not only n

crimninate inyour legislation against the colored ra
IZ:·: i that joi Will so shape your enactments as to promo

wi elfae a~n 4 happiness to the fullest )ossible extent.
Considering their ignbranee and liability to beirmp

upon, I think it would be well for-you to provide tbtat

-shll be bound by no contract to labor, unless the la•n;
:redueCd to writing and acknowledged before some~3u e
-officer, that a speedy remedy be given them to collect th

ii · wages, and, that they recover damages when dismissed mfth

out good cause. And on the other hand, considering h
essential it is to the successful cultivation of our grea

-' staples, that those who engage as laborers should remi
throughout the wholQ period *of service contracted fo4 -

rccoiiend that a violation, without good cause, ofah

contract onde fairly entered into, either by black- or whitb
Vt laborersbe made a misdemeanor, atd punishable with su;
penalties as will prevent the evil. ' 

I 5now invite your attention to our relations with tbd

federal Government.. - .

Th5s: fat our people have manifested their loyalty and
desire to return to the Union, by doing all that the Govern-
inent was understood to desire. They have taken the oath
prescribed in the proclamation of the President, " to support
the Constitution of the United 'Sales, and the union of the
States thereunder, and to abid&'by and faithfully support all
laws and proclamations which have been made during tl~

9 I r~existing rebellion with reference to the emancipation
slaves." They have held an election, under the prdclamfr

tion of the Provisional Govern~or, for membjers fa t
Convention. That Convention has annulled the ordinan6&

of scession. It las repudiated all dcbts contracted by thE

4 ';y . .



Alice the date.: of the 
dseeestio it

-them 211 the Opurts. I:t -has admitted them as wiitflC55C5inl'were ~hhtV'es re now free.It has openedt

,Ithose 
dhfWee the 

\t;

*a'll 6ases in which ·they are ~interested. Andin shlort, th'ey

- have left nothing. undone ·~4hich th~ey undersitoOd rthe Gay-

,ernfleflt to AOesire.

:~ ~ ~ '-Af'the conclusiol f :~ session of the' Convention, our

mu~esteemed provisional Governor who r~epr~senlts -the 

r resident, andsodeseiedly posseesses hlis confidenc~e as well

*as that of our people, appeared ·before that body a~d said:

· ne~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

congratulate 'n 
-'v the termination ofoyour laors.

The result of them nierits and receives my entire alpro na-

As a citizen oh the StateI 
*'

apoeof ntearly all that you have done. Speaking- , hw

ever, merelY as a~ny other citizen,'
1 confess thant some of 

-

yo gur action I could have prTeferr'ed to have been different:

But, as Pro viSiOflCl·b GovernOr, I amz entird7y satisfied with

wuhat YOu havue do~ne. You have done every~thing that in my.

official' capacity I ask~ed you* to do. I ask~ed nothing but

what was right. You have done it all, andwin :the right.

spirit. Youraction in regard to negTro tegtimony receives

my espeBcial co~-mmndation1 You have met thle issue fairly

CPha done all that could have been desiryd.

-aa uly and 
in;

The Convenyions 4fther· Staltes ha"% evaded it by transfem-?

ing it td their legislattaxes. I hope -they will be successful

and prosperous, but feel tha2t thIe action of Florida, so fully

in accordance with the wishes of the Presideft,'will place

her ine a better situation than their's. With such a Constitv

the amisson ofhyou tRepr yt andeitothr

tion as youthave uaopte d, theye 9a be no reason to dobt

Ch dmdn fong ires 

01'.

Cogesof the Stit a ttes."

'Thus we have the endorsement .of the Goveinmen t itself

upon the action of our Convention , tha "theyChave, one ll

that could have boon desired, and in the rigt spirit

Yes; gentlemnmu the Conention did all that it coid d&

And now one thing remins for the Legislatnre to do, wfich

the Convention could net do, and that is to ratify tie prro -

appro~~~~~~~~~p

~~t~~$youhav 
doe eeryhin tht i M

w~tat yo Mm CIO` 
d you t 

21. -se onti( 

,official'capacity 
aske

s rjo,11t.~~~ Yo 
-aecoei 

llad 
' 

h ih



· d··-- 
AC

z 771 77f-C7t' I,.7 
- -

A.? ,.~~~~~~~~

7.~~~~~~~~~~~·.

llfl to thee, Cotlstituttot fthe un a Ž 2

r:·rl h a se tollow vs 

t
4' Fillt- eithr savery nor involuntar-iy sevtudsPQ

P11a pn~iineit. lbrecriliei, whlereof the nity hl a 

duty cdW$Aed, shall eisdt tvi h Sn e aie tale 
o:jg~ subje~t. to theirl nidction.Scn

hav power to bfore& this article by appnpri

hlllt avel 

detoe nr

I cana~ bet'er gve yo the easons why this amnen 

rb 4 
a9ption of the correspondence which recently tookUe 

t1veen the President and the Provisional Governor- of

Caroina 
-

tIdPrsietre

Onl~li B the 8t of October last, thi President telegrq 
he

- -tobhe Governor as follows: nhta1
T"Iatrewill h. vee

I hope your Legslature have no hesitation ingic

ilug the amnendlment to the ConsltitutiOn ot the United l tl di

abolishing shivery? It will set an exaLmple which will

*doubt be followed by the other States, andj ltace S nth 

linn2 in a uost; favoirao attitude before the nation.

thina be left eOB be done. The nation a'ncl State

*· -i;~ -e -..
t ande uJcG-lntrail mlled to take that course wi

soundC policy, wisdom and humtanity may suggdtt

Three days subsequently the President telegraphed to

Governor as fellows: 
he

". (( Thete is dceep interest felt as to whit course the Legi

ture will take in regard. to the adoption of the 'men

of the Codstitition of the United tStatcs abolishing slave

and the ussumption of debt created to aid in the tebe

against the governnneut of the United States, Itr:

G~od that the restoration oft, the Union will not be dee

and all that has so far bden nvll done, thrown away. *I 
i

have faith that all will Co ent rbight y yt. This- oppt

of t ouight to be understood and appreciated by the p

of the Southern States. If I know my own heart, and evd

passion wh~ich1 enters at, it is my desire to restore the blesc

ingsj of tthe Union, and tie rIp and heal every bleeding won

which has been caused by the fratricicld wari Le tus

guided by love and wvisdom ion on high, and unio4a

peaCC•vill once re reign1 tl toligl"Iit the aTUI."

I I-

C, 
'
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~roT64ehe telegraphic diSpatl hes the Proybio1nO Governo

r"jili4 ~inbb, nm oth things, that It there Was.nopbictO tlo

the ;doption of the proposed amendment t& the Thderal

Costi;tutini f 6celt anl iapprehension That Con ge0t1night,

nodthlc seondsection of that amendment, claimi Ce right

to egislate'for;the negyro after slavery was pbolished.".

To ttis tl• Secretary of State replied ;on the 6th ofNo-

vembei, stating, among other things, as follows:

"Th6 objection which you mention -to the last clause of

the constitutional amendment is regarded as queruldll5 and

unnreason~ble, because that clause is really restraining in its

effects instead of ,enlaraging the power of Congress. Tae 

Pre'ident cnsiders -the acceptance of the emendmlent by-

South Garolta as indispensable to a restoration of her reln- -C

t -ons with the othei States of the Union." 
-

The President of -the United States, the Attorney Gene-

al, 'and the Secretary of State, are all understood to concur

in this is meaning of the proposed amendment, and

W-ith this understanding, I earnestly recoimmend it to Your

adoption. C ngress can only enforce, "by appropriate egis- 

'iatidn," the non-existence of slavery. This beigdonb, thdr

er is eshlausted, and "1 the apprehension that Gongartss

night, under the second section of the amnendment, claim

the ri~ht to lecislatefor the negro after slavery was abol-

ished," c is qucrulors.eand asonabl because,
isrearded& uenlusa

that clause is really restraining in its effects inst of en

t larging thd powers of Congress."

The only other objection I havd heard <t the adoptiqn of

-r . this amendment, is that its adoption may obly be opening

the door to a demand for new toncessions. .. My answer is,

that we ha~ve no reason'to beliee that this will be so. It is

unfair ahd ungenerous to suppoSe that the Govern inent is

endeavoring to inveigle us into the adoption of certain neas

tres, with a promise of a restoration of our rights in the

Inirn o when in fact it does not mean to admitus -upon the

adoption of those inearfre's, but intelds, to make farther dle-
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z. . - .. ~~mjuds ~ftbr. the lihut shalll hle i~been acqnwisced it-

susp~icion is entirely -unworthytoftlie cou~sc wiuci
- ddnt of the United' States has,,' plisued towa

cesathio'fiof ihokiliti~ . Ie told us frailly t moint

fing what w ould be required of us. I know h

ni6 in Jfly last The adoption of this amendnleA

expected. 'Our Provisional Govdrnor told us so ]in is
'h iat Quincy, and on :other occasions. i'All the !actic'i

Convention was hid with a full knowledge '6f tib&'

tion'- and -in the adoption of the amendment ,you h
-be completing a series of measures which they itew
be completed to secure Co the State all her rights as

b her of the Union. 7
The new demand which, I am informed, some

b4 lade is that of negro suffrage. I am satisfied th

demand will never be made by the President If th

ply i'any efe thing that he is more pledged to than another
that of. allowili each State to' "prcsclibe the quahlifle

s-I- of electors hud eligibility of persons to hold office un
7- . Go6nstitutio and laws of the State-a powet (w

a ays) the pe0ople of 'the several States composing th$
eral Union have rigoht.flly exercised fr-om the drgi '6
Governmeut to the present time." This isMthilda g
used and the positioni taken- by hin!fin his procladi

origait1zing the first Provisional Government in North
ulins On the thDird of' October Fist, l siddd " Oult

.tafety lies in alo0Viwi eich State to control the righ

li?4.i voting by its o uit laws," anti in his message to Co

.which we have just received Be stands firmlyr, fairl
squaely up1) to his orirnn l a)o ito ii.

Nor do 1 thihk that lhis unjnst demand will ever be

by Codgress. I think thic positioi of the President i
susitained!. rlThe recent vote in Connecticut and Wis

expr~essly lepu iatiug ngo Snffrage-toge
thatit is ahlowted in oily a few States of the Union,'a

*f; these few only with 4qua ilifications, retiders it hig hly'imlprob
*~ ta' ' Lie; -hav Ccn-ewes"s of Northern ilmen wili comnpel Ls to a

44: -
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t NVlilo tcthy reject it themselves. To do so would bd
rtthat weanly generations of freedom haic not qua'li-

In their ?midst, to vote, while aS xnEn
~rati~fl56f Brl;very lha-v _ua ified our millions.,;: -.

hYsupp'dSe, for the sak~jof thleati~S~ m'ept, \6dbigres ·
odid e this demand--ivhat then Still 81 say' w-G'ill

~nza better position by having adopted the..amendm .nL
6t'will have done all that the President desired ns to' do
~ -~ fr ast the Executive Department is concerned, we

~ifteeonsideted as in The Union anad eiititled to the en-
jent of all its blessings, for the President rndst feblin-gly

uy, ownf I known heart and every passion which
etcs jt, it is my desire to restpre the blessings of the Union,
adtib up and heal every bleeding wound which has been,,
sed by the fratiicidai war." .We' may then rezsonablv ;'!

hope that ere long martial law will cease to prevailAMojr
tate, that civil law will be fully restored ahd the autho4ty

& d2 jurisdiction of the State Government entirely reinstatdd.
p, If lCongress shall Unexpectedly refuse to admit our Sena-

4or.s and Repr~esentative, because we have not allowed
~:%s~~egr~:o suff e, we must then, without manifetibg any pn-

duo~impatience, wait until Congress shall thinlfltter of The
.The justice of our c'use, tht influence of the Presi-

_z , nd the good, sense and patriotism of the nation, can·
ot failto give us our representation in the end.
Qf course we could never accede to the demand'fr.neoro

"~u~8age, should it be m'ade. -

- We hII'ave manifested that our loyalty abid desire to renew
i ar relations -with the Union are 6̀ great that t6 dd soi w

wre willing to yield every thing but our honor and our con-
science& , We have all lost nuch-many bf us out all-all

"but our Minor.. Let us preserve that, though we lose every
rhe.ing e~e. ·SWe have been able to give an honest tand con-
.Lsclenti~ous consent to all that has been done, but each one of

usr knoiis that we could not give either an honest or a eon-
A`~1eintios assent to negro suffrage. There is'not bne of us

tx~ that would not feel that lie was doing wrong, and bartering

X;
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worshipped the Un' d a -s'-

4W~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I': ~ ~~~~~~mr r ne 
iMb jettf rebpcct, his conscience, andt Mb.i dyty s te

kv';and tothe Union itself,'for 'thc'benefits
obtainobrgtting back into h thll 6'4Jnion.;., MŽIhe-
wospp~eu -the U and itich as Iwould
a"nyoft corse tho- a recogniied cmember f
out of thea thousand timesn g bettdrtihdtt shhee hd b c'· u"ot~fa~ Union, even as one of l·h~r ubjii~ated~p'ih~~~~in: gobc 'eviscerated of ther mafihdibd,">&d

her aihonor, recrsant to hsoo n ty-+without '.herdseand of course 'without 'the rb~spect of ,the ba~lance ot
·- B~~~indl-;a miserable thing, w~ith the seeds dtmorjl' :is

Cal death in herseW soon to be eommunichted At
A- associates.

-If time allowed, I would like, now, to speak ofae1t vision ought to be made for our poor and for, thos
* havecbeen disabled in, or m ade widows and orphtns Aklate:-war, and upon our financial, 6 ducational and il

improvement systems. But to do sowouldprot
/ remarks 'to an inconvenient length I must, therefoiE 

-

what I have to say on these and other points, the 4ofspecal% fessages. -.I shall at all times seek a fr'e&
change of tpinions with you, deeming it iinportant c
awelfare of the State tilat a good understnndig a,

' relations shall exist between the Executive and Legis
Departments of the goverfment.

Ande in this connxion, it is proper to say that I~idee in m. duty, as the representative of the StateL
~lbe iperfedt accord with my feelings, to cultivtte't

friendship and invite the confidence and co-operation o
Provisional Governor and of the gentlemen of the arm
the United States, who are stationed amongst us. Th y
oufello citizens and theu fficers; of our gdvernrnicA
duty here, not to irritate and oppress us, but to assist ir
serving order during our transition state, and to eocia
and soothc.' With few exceptions, they all have fil
delicate mission with crcdit to themselves and satqra

.i-- ~~~to 11s. To Maj. Gecn. FOST~ER,· commandingi i ti 
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ruk5tba C due Iijor e generPa jtlitice nildus witi t
-urtl1a gde jbit u Ili-l~ waD

fjji)i l',lh.as eercise'd his great authoirity, and paiticula4
'th-e Ihas'affoi'de bothl'to themembersof the

ijrivcntiona ands· ofthis reegslaturea assemb at the
i~ill !O 1In r atfli

qu conelusion I beg that -you will excuse a few wo~dsin

d&a to mysel

AWI'went5 ei lit years agoJI was a pennyless stI angei fioh
Tar :distant State seekin this bright land it plac'~y dosett~i~ on to bissines s I might earn at i j

Ar :found- ithere;~': The people'took me by thehand and ever
~in~ei whe~ther· in prospeiity or itdvetsitv, peace or war, have 

~iheld me in the emhbrace of their confidence. X· a Lanyer,
¾~p6~e~ enetive, Sehator, register of Public Lqudcs, and Judge ;

~of ,tb Supreme Court, they have always stodc by, enepur-
4tgred, sustainedprand, with their approbation, more precious

than the gold of Ophir, rewarded me. ,"

Six years ago, when they ,placed me upoi& the Bench 0T

th6 Supreme Court, I fondly hoped my political days were

numbered, abA that the residue of my life was to be spent

in the palmer labors of judicial investigation. Bf now, thtC

tornado of civil discord having swept over the land, prostrla-
ting eveyy interest, entirely destroying ou .labor system 'and

iprooting the very foundations of our political edifice, they.

have called me, with.a unanimous voice, to preside as Grand

Master at the re-building'of the temple.
My obligations are the more sensibly felt from the fact

that.this honor has been conferred witholut one :word of
solicitation, without the writing of a single letter, or the

making of a single speech-without a pledge, a platform or

a party.

For this extraordinary manifestation of kindness and con-

fidence, I wish thus publicly to. ack nowledge my .great in-

debtedness to the masses of the people.
BAtjt is not in wrords that I will attempt to express my

gratitdde. The unremitting and utmost efibrts of whatever

powers a miciful God may beystow, to secure to ciar State.

~-.----, '~n - ~~'----- - ----- - -. -
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A Yffien Iene n requeesting '11 thii·iOU~

thl -Sikte to jolnlme in pray5ler:: o Althimihty, 6Go
ass anof c a nenib o I eorat

, tel, into arid teiengs , of rwt e loawsn'o timn't~auestreng ha of
/ tiy, and that he will, of Lk a abundant meri bl s

*.and oui whoic ]aind, I b these rem
7 The Scoate fitunrnelto the Senate'Chdinber, and onI 4~~~~~~ourned iifltil'~d-morrN'aw lijorh ng 11 6c: ock. '

THURSDAY, December 21st, 1865.,-
, , The Senate met pursuant to adjournment..
4x1 h ePresidenfl'n the Chair."A quorum present.

Rl~oss gave notice that he will at an early da Tofollwu il 

*rryi~gbilrto' 411itled An act to prevent the ihabitan ts fiorn

bill to author County Work-houses; and* A bill to regulate the hire of servants and ldborers.1 , "Mr. Abecrrombie gave notice that he will on some futuc d;troduce a bill, to be entitled Ali act authorizinar the city of cola to issue bonds.t'Mr._kdhan presented the petition of Wfi. ScUll, asking. refief;
' Which was referred to the Committee on Propositiohs and'vanees. ." 

Mr. Pearce presented the pdtitida of Wi. Al. Shockley;Which was read and referred to the Committee on Propand Grievances.
.The following communication was received fromt the ilouse:the preamble and resolutions ordeied to he enrolled

Ii· a · '· ' ' boHUsE OF REPRESENTATIVES,4 ' Hon. THOMarS N. XYVHITE, December 19 1865.

President of the Senate po ter.:
SIR: The House of Representatives has this day adopted tihc

]owing iesolution, v iz

N. :·:
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